🎉 100 Kwanzaa Questions
1. What is Kwanzaa?
2. When is Kwanzaa celebrated each year?
3. Who created Kwanzaa?
4. In what year was Kwanzaa first celebrated?
5. What does the word “Kwanzaa” mean?
6. From what language does the word “Kwanzaa” originate?
7. What country is the Swahili language primarily spoken in?
8. How many days does Kwanzaa last?
9. What are the seven principles of Kwanzaa called in Swahili?
10. What are the seven symbols of Kwanzaa called in Swahili?
11. What are the seven principles of Kwanzaa called in English?
12. What is the name of the candleholder used during Kwanzaa?
13. How many candles are in a kinara?
14. What are the colors of the Kwanzaa candles?
15. What do the colors red, black, and green represent?
16. Which color candle is lit first during Kwanzaa?
17. What does the black candle represent?
18. What does the red candle represent?
19. What does the green candle represent?
20. What is the first principle of Kwanzaa?
21. What is the second principle of Kwanzaa?
22. What is the third principle of Kwanzaa?
23. What is the fourth principle of Kwanzaa?
24. What is the fifth principle of Kwanzaa?
25. What is the sixth principle of Kwanzaa?
26. What is the seventh principle of Kwanzaa?
27. What does Umoja mean in English?
28. What does Kujichagulia mean in English?
29. What does Ujima mean in English?
30. What does Ujamaa mean in English?
31. What does Nia mean in English?
32. What does Kuumba mean in English?
33. What does Imani mean in English?
34. What is the traditional greeting used during Kwanzaa?
35. What is the Swahili word for “first fruits”?
36. Which African harvest traditions inspired Kwanzaa?
37. What day does Kwanzaa begin?
38. What day does Kwanzaa end?
39. What day of Kwanzaa is Umoja celebrated?
40. What day of Kwanzaa is Kujichagulia celebrated?
41. What day of Kwanzaa is Ujima celebrated?
42. What day of Kwanzaa is Ujamaa celebrated?
43. What day of Kwanzaa is Nia celebrated?
44. What day of Kwanzaa is Kuumba celebrated?
45. What day of Kwanzaa is Imani celebrated?
46. What are the seven symbols of Kwanzaa?
47. What does Mkeka represent?
48. What does Mazao represent?
49. What does Vibunzi or Muhindi represent?
50. What does Kikombe cha Umoja represent?
51. What does Mishumaa Saba represent?
52. What does Zawadi represent?
53. What does Kinara represent?
54. What kind of gifts are given during Kwanzaa?
55. Who are gifts primarily given to during Kwanzaa?
56. What do handmade gifts represent?
57. What kind of food is often eaten during Kwanzaa celebrations?
58. What is the name of the feast held on the sixth day of Kwanzaa?
59. What day is the Karamu feast celebrated?
60. What is typically served at the Karamu feast?
61. What traditional colors are used in Kwanzaa decorations?
62. What is a common Kwanzaa decoration symbolizing African heritage?
63. How do families typically celebrate Kwanzaa each evening?
64. What is the purpose of lighting the candles each night?
65. What is the purpose of discussing the principle of the day?
66. What does “Nguzo Saba” translate to?
67. Which principle emphasizes self-determination?
68. Which principle promotes building businesses and supporting one another?
69. Which principle means “faith”?
70. Which principle focuses on creativity?
71. Which principle encourages collective work and responsibility?
72. Which principle focuses on purpose?
73. Who is the founder of Kwanzaa?
74. What is the goal of Kwanzaa?
75. Is Kwanzaa a religious or cultural holiday?
76. Can people of all backgrounds celebrate Kwanzaa?
77. What continent inspired Kwanzaa’s traditions?
78. What African flag colors are represented in Kwanzaa?
79. What do Kwanzaa celebrations often include besides food?
80. What musical instruments are often used in Kwanzaa celebrations?
81. What is the purpose of storytelling during Kwanzaa?
82. How is the last day of Kwanzaa often celebrated?
83. What does lighting all seven candles represent?
84. What symbol represents the foundation of African traditions?
85. What are the fruits and vegetables on the Kwanzaa table meant to represent?
86. What do the ears of corn on the Kwanzaa mat represent?
87. What does each ear of corn stand for?
88. What happens if a family has no children?
89. What type of cup is used for the unity cup?
90. What is poured into the unity cup?
91. What is the purpose of the unity cup?
92. Who drinks from the unity cup?
93. What does “Kuumba” encourage people to do?
94. What does “Imani” remind people to keep?
95. What does “Ujamaa” emphasize?
96. When is the Kwanzaa candle-lighting ceremony usually held?
97. What do people do after lighting the candle each night?
98. What song or type of music might be played during Kwanzaa?
99. What type of clothing is often worn during Kwanzaa?
100. What do people often say at the end of Kwanzaa?

🕯️ Answer Key
1. An African American cultural holiday
2. December 26 to January 1
3. Dr. Maulana Karenga
4. 1966
5. “First fruits”
6. Swahili
7. Kenya and Tanzania
8. Seven days
9. Nguzo Saba
10. The Seven Symbols
11. The Seven Principles
12. Kinara
13. Seven
14. Red, black, and green
15. Red = struggle, black = people, green = hope/future
16. The black candle
17. The African people
18. Their struggles
19. Their future and hope
20. Umoja
21. Kujichagulia
22. Ujima
23. Ujamaa
24. Nia
25. Kuumba
26. Imani
27. Unity
28. Self-determination
29. Collective work and responsibility
30. Cooperative economics
31. Purpose
32. Creativity
33. Faith
34. “Habari Gani?”
35. Matunda ya kwanza
36. African harvest festivals
37. December 26
38. January 1
39. Day 1
40. Day 2
41. Day 3
42. Day 4
43. Day 5
44. Day 6
45. Day 7
46. Mazao, Mkeka, Vibunzi, Kinara, Mishumaa Saba, Kikombe cha Umoja, Zawadi
47. The foundation or traditions
48. The harvest and rewards of labor
49. Children and future generations
50. Unity
51. The seven principles
52. Love and commitment
53. The ancestral roots and unity
54. Handmade or educational gifts
55. Children
56. Personal effort and creativity
57. African-inspired foods, soul food, and family recipes
58. Karamu
59. Sixth day (December 31)
60. Dishes from African, Caribbean, and Southern cuisines
61. Red, black, and green
62. African cloths or flags
63. Light a candle and discuss a principle
64. To reflect on each principle
65. To strengthen values and community
66. Seven principles
67. Kujichagulia
68. Ujamaa
69. Imani
70. Kuumba
71. Ujima
72. Nia
73. Dr. Maulana Karenga
74. To celebrate African heritage and unity
75. Cultural
76. Yes
77. Africa
78. Red, black, and green
79. Music, dance, poetry, and storytelling
80. Drums
81. To pass on wisdom and traditions
82. Reflection and celebration of unity
83. Fulfillment of the seven principles
84. Mkeka (the mat)
85. Harvest and abundance
86. Children
87. Each child in the family
88. Display one ear of corn
89. Kikombe cha Umoja
90. Water, wine, or juice
91. To honor ancestors and unity
92. Each family member (symbolically)
93. Create and improve community
94. Faith in self and others
95. Supporting one another economically
96. Each evening of Kwanzaa
97. Discuss the principle and share reflections
98. African drumming, gospel, or African dance music
99. African-inspired attire (like dashikis or kente cloth)
100. “Happy Kwanzaa!” or “Heri za Kwanzaa!”

